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Li Dazhao’s Absorption and Acceptance of Marxism

from the Perspective of Source Channels

QIN Shanjin
(School of Marxism, Tangshan University, Tangshan 063000, China)

Abstract; On the basis of absorbing and translating viewpoints from Japanese works, Li
Dazhao absorbed and studied Marxist theory through Japanese channel, becoming a torch-
bearer for disseminating scientific theory. By collecting, organizing, and researching Euro-
pean and American socialist literature, he achieved a scientific understanding, accurate in-
terpretation, and systematic grasp of orthodox Marxism, and attempted to analyze Lenin-
ism. The Marxism-Leninism introduced through the RSFSR-USSR channel prompted Li
Dazhao to form systematic ideas on revolution, dictatorship and party building, and to pro-
pose a plan of action for thoroughly transforming China. Li Dazhao’s journey of exploring,
discerning, researching and disseminating Marxism is characterized by an organic unity of
upholding fundamental principles and innovating, seeking common ground while reserving
differences, and breaking away from the past while maintaining continuity.
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