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On the Validation of the “Wen Fu” as a Literary Form

TANG Chunyan

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Southwest Minzu University, Chengdu 610000, China)

Abstract; Fu is a kind of literary form between poetry and prose., whose basic characteristics
include question and answer, rhyme and prose coordination, emphasis on ornate description
and pursuit of literary elegance etc. Ancient Fu theorists generally believe that although
Wen Fu is called Fu, it is actually an argument of prose with rhyme. Modern scholars agree
that it is an independent type of Fu, but there is still no consensus on its definition, and the
number of Wen Fu and the attribution of some works are also controversial. It was generally
believed that the essence of Wen Fu is “writing Fu with prose style”, which is embodied in
using loose sentences, using loose sentences as even and freely using rhyme, but these are
difficult to be distinguished from prose Fu. In fact, some Fu theorists believe that Wen Fu
belongs to prose Fu. The famous Wen Fu of Ouyang Xiu and Su Shi can still maintain the
basic characteristics of Fu,and will not be mixed with prose. However, most of the works
now regarded as Wen Fu have lost the essence of Fu due to the excessive use of writing Fu
with prose style, and they are not different from prose. On the one hand, Wen Fu is unique
in content and language, which makes Fu literature unique. On the other hand, it also dis-
pels the stylistic characteristics of Fu, leading to the danger of unclear stylistic attribution.
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