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Memory Writing in the Quentin’s Monologue
of The Sound and the Fury Under Shakespearean Tragic Influence

YU Meina
(Department of Publicity, The Branch of Jilin Normal University, Siping 136000, China)

Abstract: In William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury , the memory writing of Quentin’s
monologue is deeply influenced by Shakespeare’s three tragedies Hamlet . Macbeth and King
Lear. The past memory, like the “ghost” in Hamlet, troubled and invaded the present,
making Quentin feel powerless and melancholy. It also played a misleading role similar to
the “witch’s prophecy” in Macbeth, making Quentin fall into nothingness after suffering
trauma. It also had the same destructive power as Lear’s memory in King Lear, making
Quentin mad and dead after being conquered by memory. However, compared with Shake-
speare’s tragedies, Quentin’s tragedy of memory shows the uniqueness of grand narrative.
The “fury” of his personal memory dilemma loses its meaning in the “sound” of the times,
and only becomes the echo of history, which reflects Faulkner’s deepening and development
of the theme of Shakespeare’s tragedies.
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