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On the Aesthetics of Gaze in Goethe’s Play Iphigenie auf Tauris

REN Chunrui

(College of German Studies. Sichuan International Studies University, Chongging 400031, China)

Abstract: This paper examines the construction mechanism of aesthetics of gaze in Goethe’s
play Iphigenie auf Tauris through the framework of Habermas’s theory of communicative
action. The play’s narrative strategy-whereby Iphigenia dissolves violent conflict through
the exchange of gazes and rational dialogue-amounts to a literary transposition of Habermas’
s “communicative rationality”. It realizes a shift from the body-centered narratives during
the Sturm und Drang period to the classical writing of spirit, and reconstructs the themes of
fate and redemption in ancient Greek tragedy from the standpoint of humanistic enlighten-
ment. The construction of this aesthetics of the gaze showcases Goethe’s artistic pursuit of
infusing enlightenment rationality into classical form, ultimately achieving a disenchantment
of the aesthetics of violence and a celebration of human redemption at the dramatic level.
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