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Engels’ “City-Class” Relationship Thought and Its Modern Value

BU Fan
(School of Marxism, Tangshan University, Tangshan 063000, China)

Abstract: Engels’ philosophical revolution opened a “practical turn” from speculative philos-
ophy to specific practical activities, in which the thought of “City-Class” relationship came
into being. In Engels’ view, the formation and change of industrial urban space under the
capital logic have affected the production, life, agglomeration and association of the working
class,transforming it into a revolutionary force with independent class consciousness. This
statement is a deep examination of capitalist production relations, criticizing the capitalist
system from a spatial perspective. It helps people deepen their understanding of the relation-
ship between urban spatial changes and class differentiation and integration in the capitalist
world, and accurately grasp the historical clues and development trends of spatial theory in
the current Marxist research abroad. It also provides breakthrough ideas for the healthy op-
eration of “City-Class” relations.
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