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Study on Optimization of the Leniency System for Pleading Guilty
and Accepting Punishment Based on Marginal Theory
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Abstract: Since its establishment, the leniency system for pleading guilty and accepting pun-
ishment has demonstrated significant institutional advantages. It not only facilitates the di-
versification of criminal procedures but also promotes the optimal allocation of judicial re-
sources. However, this system also poses challenges to the existing judicial framework.
Traditional legal perspectives have limitations in analyzing the system’s scientific rationali-
ty, legitimacy, and the maximization of benefits, etc., while marginal theory can provide
theoretical support for optimizing the leniency system. From the perspective of law and eco-
nomics, this paper employs marginal theory to analyze the “justice-efficiency” and “cost-
benefit” relationships within the leniency system. It proposes optimization strategies, inclu-
ding maintaining a low rate of wrongful convictions, improving safeguards against miscarria-
ges of justice, balancing the relationship between procedural simplification and sentence re-

duction ratios, and defining the upper limits of procedural simplification, which aim to en-
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hance the legitimacy of criminal punishment.

Key Words: leniency system for pleading guilty and accepting punishment; law and econom-

ics; marginal theory; cost-benefit
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