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Study on Phonetic Variation of Kangbao Dialect in Zhangjiakou

from the Perspective of Sociolinguistics

GAO Yujuan, ZHANG Huizhen

(School of Foreign Languages, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116029, China)

Abstract: Based on the language variation theories and methods in Sociolinguistics, this pa-
per investigates the variation of four sets of phonetic variables representing the local charac-
teristics of Kangbao dialect: [n] [o] [?] [ ¥, ai, an, au, ou]. The results show that the use
of these local variants is gradually shrinking and shifting toward standard Mandarin pronun-
ciation. The usage frequency of Mandarin variants, from highest to lowest, is as follows
[n] > [?] >[v, ai, an, au, ou]>[o0]. The degree of variation is influenced by specakers’
age, occupation, education level, and gender. The trend toward Mandarin variants is more
pronounced among younger speakers, mental workers, those with higher educational attain-
ment, and women. The vigorous promotion of Mandarin Chinese is a powerful social driver
of phonetic variation in Kangbao dialect; The contact with other dialects, local language at-
titudes, and affective attachment to language are also important external factors influencing
such variation.
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