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An Overview of Research on Li Dazhao’s Thought

on the Third Civilization Since the Reform and Opening-up

XUE Wendan
(School of Marxism, Yangtze University, Jingzhou 434023, China)

Abstract: In order to explore new paths for civilization development, Li Dazhao proposed the
concept of the third civilization in the “Debate of Eastern and Western Civilizations”, focu-
sing on national rejuvenation and civilization reconstruction. Since the reform and opening-
up, fruitful research has been conducted on Li Dazhao’s third civilization thought in acade-
mia. The research mainly explores the influencing factors, its development trajectory, basic
connotations, intrinsic characteristics, and the theoretical and practical value, which has
formed a relatively comprehensive cognitive system and multidimensional research frame-
work. In the future, it is necessary to further enrich the research perspectives, continuously
deepen the study of its practical significance, and expand the research on its influence. By
doing so, we can continually expand the depth and breadth of the research on Li Dazhao’s
third civilization thought, thereby accumulating intellectual resources for creating a new
Chinese civilization.
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