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Research on the “Gatekeeper” System of Network Platforms:
A Study Based on Article 58 of the Personal Information Protection Law

ZHANG Weiyi

(School of Law, University of International Business and Economics, Beijing 100020, China)

Abstract: In the digital economy era, some super platforms use their data advantage to han-
dle personal information and impede fair competition, which has challenged the neutrality of
the “gatekeepers” in the traditional theory. As a result, the “gatekeeper” system has be-
come a focus in cybersecurity legislation. In 2020, the European Commission issued two
proposals, the Digital Markets Act and the Digital Services Act, which came into effect in
2022 and established the “digital gatekeeper” system, providing useful references for anti-
trust regulation and governance in the digital economy. In 2021, China added Article 58, the
“gatekeeper” provision, to the Personal Information Protection Law. From the perspective
of protecting personal information, this provision identifies large-scale internet platforms
that provide important internet services, have a huge user base, and operate complex busi-
ness types as “gatekeepers”. In practice, specific rules have been introduced to clarify the
role of independent institutions and regulate multiple aspects such as corporate compliance
and social responsibility, which reflect the Chinese wisdom in “gatekeeper” legislation.
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