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The Harmony of Music and Dance: The Criticism Paradigm
of “ Music and Dance as Metaphors” in Wenxin Diaolong
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Abstract; In the history of ancient Chinese literary criticism, a focus on rhythm and the pur-
suit of harmony have been consistent and integral aesthetic pursuits, which are often presen-
ted through the metaphorical criticism paradigm of “music and dance as metaphors”. The ar-
tistic tradition of the integration of poetry, music, and dance in the Chinese culture provides
the theoretical basis for this paradigm. The fragmentation of poetry, music, and dance
brought about by the collapse of the rites and music during the Spring and Autumn Period
and the end of the Wei-Jin dynasties provided the necessary logical premise for this para-
digm. As a masterpiece of metaphorical criticism in ancient literary theory, Wenxin Dia-
olong has reached an unprecedented level in the application of the paradigm. Liu Xie’s use
of music and dance as metaphors to discuss literature breaks the inherent barriers between
different art forms, facilitates the experiences exchange and discourse sharing across differ-
ent fields of knowledge, and greatly expands the discursive space of literary criticism.
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