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From Information Flow Space to the Flow Space:
A Study of Manuel Castells’ Spatial Theory

YUAN Yuan

(The Center of Literature and Aesthetics, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract; Manuel Castells proposed a new conception of space under the context of the net-
work society in the late 1990s, pointing out the dominance of the flow space over local space
as the prevailing spatial logic in contemporary society, thus triggering an aesthetic experi-
ence of “timeless time”. Within his spatial theory system, the concept of the flow space did
not emerge abruptly, but rather developed from the idea of information flow space used to
explain large-scale corporate organizations in the era of information technology. This paper
attempts to reexamine the social value reconstruction and current social significance of dif-
ferent spatial patterns through comparative analysis of the concepts, value connotations,
and evolution of the flow space and information space, ultimately concluding that the expan-
sion of fluidity is closely related to the evolution of modernity, both of which drive the
transformation of the space-time view from information space to network space, completing
the iteration of spatial logic.
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