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The Implementation Practice of Marxism in Its Early Spread in China(1918—1921) .
An Analysis from the Perspective of the Sociology of Knowledge

WANG Na-na, WANG Zhi-hui

(School of Journalism and Communication, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract; By examining the early spread of Marxism in China as a social activity of knowledge dis-
semination, we can figure out how theory can be transformed into reality at three levels.
Firstly,centered around “organizations” such as institutions and research societies, an ideo-
logical community was formed by the intellectuals who started out to learn, understand and
apply Marxist theory. Secondly, with the “language” constructed in the newspapers and
magazines as the center, these pioneers introduced and explained Marxism with the help of
text carriers so as to make Marxism legitimate. Thirdly, with the “spaces” such as the
schools as the center, these intellectuals jointly engaged with various social strata, taking
practical action to expand the influence of the revolution during the dissemination process.
Reflecting on the implementation practice of early spread of Marxism in China can provide
insightful guidance for advancing the Party’s publicity and ideological work in the new era.
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