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The Debate on “Whether Socialism Applies to China”

for the Marxism Research Society

GUO Wen-gian
(School of History and Culture, Ludong University, Yantai 264025, China)

Abstract: After the May 4th Movement, how to reform Chinese society became a issue of
great concern for intellectuals at that time. Around this question, the early Marxists
launched a socialist debate with the Kilt socialists and anarchists. Members of Marxism Re-
search Society, the earliest to study and publicize Marxism, participated in the debate and
launched a debate on “whether socialism applies to China”. Through rebuttals and argu-
ments, they solidified their belief in Marxism and Socialism, concluded that the development
of industry must rely on Socialism, firmly believed that only scientific Socialism can develop
China, and stressed the need to adhere to the dictatorship of the proletariat. The views pres-
ented by the members of the Marxism Research Society in the debate laid a good theoretical
foundation for the future development of China.
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