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Li Dazhao and the Strategy of “Consolidating Gansu
to Assist Shaanxi, Uniting Shanxi to Conquer Henan”
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(School of Marxism, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract: After the First National Congress of the Kuomintang, Li Dazhao was responsible
for the actual leadership of the Kuomintang and the Communist Party in the north China. In
order to expand the democratic united front and open up the northern battlefield in response
to the Northern Expedition of the south, Li Dazhao actively carried out the united front
work for Feng Yuxiang and his National Army. In view of the future for the National Army
after the Wuyuan Oath, Feng Yuxiang, under the guidance of Li Dazhao, formulated the
strategy of “Consolidating Gansu to Assist Shaanxi, Uniting Shanxi to Conquer Henan”.
Later, under the leadership of Li Dazhao, the Northern organizations of the CPC implemen-
ted strategies such as contacting Yan Xishan, properly handling the aftermath of the
Shaanxi Campaign, and dividing the Zhili warlord in Henan, which promoted the implemen-
tation of the established strategy and facilitated the National Army to join forces with the
Northern Expedition Army in the Central Plains. By analyzing L.i Dazhao’s role in the strat-

egy of “Consolidating Gansu to Assist Shaanxi, Uniting Shanxi to Conquer Henan”, we can
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further explore the rich content of Li Dazhao’s united front work, so as to provide a histori-
p p

cal mirror for this work in the new era.

Key Words: Li Dazhao; Feng Yuxiang; National Army; the strategy of “Consolidating Gan-

su to Assist Shaanxi, Uniting Shanxi to Conquer Henan”
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