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Normative Explanation of “Illeagal Debts”
in the Crime of Collecting Illegal Debts

XIN You-yi
(School of Criminal Law, Northwest University of Political Science and Law, Xi’an 710061, China)

Abstract: The Amendments to the Criminal Law (X1 )established the crime of collecting ille-
gal debts, which regulates the illegal debts caused by usury. However, the“illegal debt”is
not clearly defined, therefore it is urgent to clarify its connotation. First of all, it is necessa-
ry to clearly analyze the protection legal interests of the crime of collecting illegal debts, i. e.
the compound legal interests of the state’s social management order of debt collection, secu-
rity of the person and their property. Secondly, guided by the content of legal interests pro-
tection of this crime, and based on the theory of debt, the specific connotation of illegal debt
can be clarified by interpreting and analyzing the relationship between “illegal debt” and
“debt not protected by law”. On this basis, we can also properly explain the qualitative
problems of the usury debt, gambling debt and “arbitrage loan” debt.

Key Words: crime of collecting illegal debts;legal interests;debts; Amendmentsto the Crim-
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