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On the Leading Role of Marxist Theory
in the Establishment of Li Dazhao’s Political Belief

LI Ying

(School of Marxism,Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350007, China)

Abstract: To understand the reasons for Li Dazhao’s transformation into a Marxist, neither
can we ignore the driving role of the conditions of the times, nor the leading role of Marxist
theory. Before the May Fourth Movement, the national liberation goal that 1.i Dazhao was
determined to pursue fell into difficulty in the face of reality. Meanwhile, prior to the publi-
cation of the article My Marxist View, some Marxist discourses and methods had already
begun to appear or permeate in Li Dazhao’s writings. The Marxist viewpoints and methods
that Li Dazhao initially mastered and his own ideological demands formed an inherent self-
consistency, which made Li Dazhao change from a democrat to a Marxist. Li Dazhao’s choice
of Marxism is not emotional simply based on the current situation, but rational based on
comparison, criticism and identification.
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