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A Study on the Evolution of Hero Images in Lao She’s Novels
Before the Founding of the People’s Republic of China

TIAN Wen-shan

(College of Chinese LLanguage and Literature, Northwest Normal University,Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: L.ao She has a strong complex of hero worship throughout his life, which is insep-
arable from his teenage experience and the context of the times. The evolution of hero ima-
ges in his novels before the founding of the People’s Republic of China can be roughly divid-
ed into three stages: the period of traveling to Britain with citizen heroes and intellectual he-
roes, the early period of returning to China with tragic heroes, and the period of War of Re-
sistance Against Japanese Aggression with war heroes. Hero images in the novel are not on-
ly the projection of his own hero worship complex, but also the conception of China’s mod-
ernization plan in different stages. The analysis of the hero images with the time clue as the
axis could reflect LLao She’s thinking about the important topic that where the semi-colonial
and semi-feudal China was going.
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