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Li Dazhao and China’s Marxist

Historiography Construction: A Historical Context

ZHAO Xue

(School of Marxism, Tangshan Normal University, Tangshan 063000, China)

Abstract; As the pioneer of the Chinese Communist movement and the founder of Chinese
Marxist historiography, Li Dazhao made great contributions to the modernization of Chinese
traditional historiography and the construction of Chinese Marxist historiography. The for-
mation and development of his historiography theory had its specific historical context and
logic. He connected the specific process of the Chinese revolution and made incisive discus-
sions about history, historiography, historical thought, historiography with one’s life, and
the status of historiography in the science. Through the discussions he emphasized the need
to guide historiography research with a “new” historical thought, attach importance to the
theoretical basis of historiography, put “living history” into the entire historical process,
build a new history of “civilians” on the basis of the “people”, and finally build Chinese
Marxist historiography with the socialist values construction. In terms of historical thought,

epistemology, methodology and research paradigm, these ideas have made original contribu-
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tions to the construction of Chinese Marxist historiography, and established the value mean-

ing and goal orientation of Chinese historical research.

Key Words: Li Dazhao; Marxist historiography in China; historical materialism; living his-

tory; historical context
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