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An Ecological Discourse Analysis of Ancient Chinese Solar-Term

Poems: with Zheng Banqiao’s Qiyanshias an Example

CHEN Ling-jun, LIANG Tian

(School of International Studies, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Ancient solar-term poems often express the poet’s attention to and appreciation of
the natural environment and farming lifestyle, which contains rich ecological philosophy.
With the transitivity theory in systemic functional linguistics as the theoretical framework
and Zheng Bangiao’s Qiyanshi as an example, this paper conducts an ecological discourse a-
nalysis about this kind of poem. The study shows that meteorological process, and the rela-
tional process as its metaphorical expression are used to describe the climate characteristics
of the solar terms, the relational process used to express the author’s appreciation of the
shape and features of the items like bamboo, the material process used to express the inter-
action and harmonious coexistence between the poet and the environment, and the mental
process used to directly express the poet’s love for beauty. With the combined uses of dif-
ferent transitive processes, this poem has fully reflected the Confucian ecological philosophy
of “loving things” and “unity of nature and man”.

Key Words: ancient chinese solar term poems; Qiyanshi (poem with seven characters in a

line) ; transitivity; ecological discourse analysis
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