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Qualitative Research on Property Crimes
on the Internet with SMS Sniffing Technology

YAO Shan-chun
(School of Criminal Law,East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract: In recent years,there have been so many cases where “SMS sniffing” technology
are used for property infringement on the Internet. Compared with the similar traditional ca-
ses,they are more secretive and technical in behavior. However, by examining their technical
principles and behavioral patterns,it is not difficult to find that the qualitative core of such
crimes is still the distinction between credit card fraud and theft. When they are classified,
it should be clear whether the“sniffed” object is a credit card account or a third-party pay-
ment platform account. Correspondingly, it should be classified as a credit card fraud when
the object is the former one and a theft for the latter one.
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