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The Position of Li Pingxin’s Theory on Productive Force

in Academic History of Marxism in China

TANG Wen-wen
(School of Marxism, Nanjing Audit University, Nanjing 211815, China)

Abstract: At the end of the 1950s, Li Pingxin wrote 18 articles on the problems of produc-
tive force, and systematically put forward his theory, where the ten papers on the nature of
productive force were the most famous ones, which were unique in Chinese academic circle
at that time. In his theory, Li concentrates on the elaboration that the productive force must
be studied for political economics, and proposes that the productive force has the quality of
duality, relatively independent movement and proliferation by itself. From the perspective of
academic history of Marxism in China, his view that the productive force has its own laws of
movement is closely related to the practical needs of China’s economic development. His
revelation of the duality of productive force is of great academic and theoretical value from
the perspective of theoretical innovation. His proposition that the productive force must be

studied for political economics has deepened the basic viewpoint of Chinese scholars in the
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first half of the 20th century that the study of political economics could not be separated

from the productive force. Although Li Pingxin’s theory also has shortcomings, his system-

atic proposal of developing productivity and following its law is a reflection on the excessive

belief that productive relation takes responding effect on productive force after the founding

of new China. It has made contributions to the sinicization of Marxist political economics

and established an important position in the academic history of Marxism in China.
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