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Thought on Uprightness and Integrity in Pre-Qin Period
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Abstract; The thought on uprightness and integrity in ancient China, originated during the
Spring and Autumn Period. In the Warring States Period the meaning of “Lian(Jf§)” extend-
ed from sharpness and severity to frugality,cleanness,and justice. In order to meet the needs
of centralization, the aspects of uprightness and integrity in this thought gradually weak-
ened,and they gave way to the moral cultivation and political ethics with honesty and clean-
ness, which were accepted and promoted by the ruling class. The path of political ethics of
uprightness and integrity could be called “from top to bottom”and “pushing gradually”. In
the late Warring States Period, the Legalists realized that the implementation of uprightness
and integrity also required continuous improvement of the system and strict laws in addition
to virtues, which was an important achievement for the construction of the thought on up-
rightness and integrity in the Pre-Qin period.
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