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Research on Contractual Culture in Turfan in Late Qing Dynasty:

Centered on Selection of Xinjiang Archives in Qing Dynasty

DING Jun-tao
(School of Marxism, Hubei University of Economics, Wuhan 430200, China)

Abstract; The large-scale migration in Xinjiang during the modern period had not only
helped people of all ethnic groups within this area to form a much closer economic ties, but
also brought about severe disputes over the natural resources such as the land. In order to
safeguard the economic contact and mutual assistance among ethnic groups, a series of dis-
pute settlement mechanisms centered around the contract gradually formed. Uygur and the
local Han migrant both highly honored the contract fulfillment in their cultures, where the
former one was influenced by the religion and the latter by the Confucian ethics. Even
though they had different cultural origins, there were many in common, which had provided
the basis for the frequent and stable contract exchange between the people in Uygur and
Han. The land dispute in Turfan area in the late Qing Dynasty was a profile of economic
contact among all ethnic groups, but also an important example for the gradual integration
of Chinese contractual cultures.
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