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Criticism on Shakespeare’s in the 18th Century and its Main Features
LI Jin-yue
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Henan University, Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract; The 18th century was the age of Enlightenment. While criticizing Shakespeare’s
plays based on classical aesthetic principles and critical standards, the critics increasingly ac-
knowledged Shakespeare’ s achievements and analyzed his plays in a more objective and
open-minded manner, among whom Voltaire, Johnson, Herder, M. Morgann were the rep-
resentatives. During this period, the feature of the criticism is shown from two aspects:
from form to the content analysis under the classical principles ; from classicism to romanti-
cism for the literary and art criticism standard.
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