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On the Negative Image of Yapo in “Sanyan Erpai”
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Abstract; The novels of Ming Dynasty“Sanyan Erpai” have made great achievements in sha-
ping characters, but in these novels, the yapo (matchmaker) is basically a stereotyped vil-
lain who is greedy for money and helps the wicked. There is a negative typological problem
in the narration of yapo, for which the main reasons include historical and realistic root of
the yapo’s harmfulness to the society, their helpless economic status, cultural root of Con-
fucian concept on chastity and thought on edification of people, sex discrimination in the
male-controlled discourse, and physiological root of the aging and charm-declining yapo. On
the one hand the negative image of yapo in “Sanyan Erpai”is in line with the social reality,
but on the other hand it is a manifestation of the female image distortion in the patriarchal
society and the male literary tradition.
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