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Lin Daiyu’s Beauty of “Mono no Aware”

ZHEN Zhen

(Institute of Chinese Culture, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract; “Mono no aware” (the pathos of things) is a traditional Japanese aesthetic
thought, which has gradually developed and matured in the monogatari literary works. The
Tale of Genji fully displays the the spirit of “mono no aware”. A Dream in Red Mansions
and The Tale of Genji are both classic works in Chinese and Japanese literature history,
where there are many similar aspects, such as the “mono no aware” spirit. As an important
character in A Dream in Red Mansions, Lin Daiyu is extremely beautiful with“mono no a-
ware”. This paper analyzes this beauty from three aspects of “the beauty of material mourn-
ing”, “the touching beauty of knowledge and sorrow” and “the instant beauty of life”.
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