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The Multimodal Characterization Art of Wang Xifeng
in the 1987 Drama of A Dream of Red Mansions

WEN Sui-jun

(School of Foreign Languages and Cultures, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangdong 510521, China)

Abstract: Based on the multimodal semiotic theory, this paper studies how Wang Xifeng is
constructed in the 1987 drama. The result shows that in the 19 shots used to introduce
Wang Xifeng, her identity is presumed from implicitly to explicitly through her voice, par-
tial image of her figure and verbal semiotic resources, instead of being presented. The semi-
otic resources used to describe the characters and the related process types in the shots,
foreground the semantic roles of Wang Xifeng as sayer and perceived phenomenon in the for-
mer 9 shots and as behavior and being identified identity in the latter 10 shots. The result
highlights the dramatic effect of knowing Wang Xifeng by her voice rather than herself.
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