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On Deconstructionism from Post-Drama Perspective:

with German Version of A Streetcar Named Desire as an Example

LU Jia-yuan
(School of Foreign Languages, Jiangsu University of Technology, Changzhou 213001, China)

Abstract; The concept of “Post-Drama” was born in Germany under the influence of French
deconstructionist master, Jacques Derrida, which emphasizes that script is only a necessary
element for stage design,but is by no means its central component. The contemporary Ger-
man theater director Frank Castorf,as a pioneer artist and left-wing intellect, whose art is
categorized as “Post-Drama” ,has firmly expressed his belief in experimental deconstruction-
ist aesthetic principles. Infusing his work with personal life experiences, he has deconstructed
the classic American novel A Streetcar Named Desire in a highly subversive way. Through
the deconstruction techniques such as character reconstruction, plot rearrangement,and mon-
tage editing,Castorf has produced a play where all of its elements, including the stage, the
music, the actor, the lighting and the scrip, coexist with equal importance, bringing forth a
truly integrative and splendid masterpiece.
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