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The Concept Transfer About the West and the Group Formation

of Marxist Returned Overseas Students During the May 4™ Movement Period
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(School of Marxism, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311211, China)

Abstract: The returned overseas students in modern China were the ideological camp of
learning from the West. However, the First World War caused the West to split, and the
October Revolution made the West with a whole meaning in the past, become two Wests
with opposite ideologies: capitalist West (traditional West) and socialist West (New West,
namely “new Russia”). The emergence of the two Wests had caused the overseas students
to change their ideas about the learning object of the West. Some students continued to
study the traditional West, while the other students began to study the new West represen-
ted by “new Russia”. In this way,the group of returned overseas students centered around
the New Youth magazine had undergone a sharp division in their concept about the West,

and they couldn’t continue the liberalism discourse system in the past. In this case, with the
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expanding influence of the October Revolution and the radical situation of “social transfor-

mation” thought during the May 4® Movement period, the Marxist returned overseas

students in China initially formed in the “problem and doctrine” debate, who were consoli-

dated and expanded in the socialist debate, and constituted the core group of China’s early

communist movement. The group formation and function of Chinese Marxist returned over-

seas students promoted the historical process of social change,and effectively enhanced the

influence of Marxism on the social change in modern China.

Key Words: Marxism; the group of returned overseas students; the concept about the West;

May 4™ Movement Period
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