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A Cross-Linguistic Study on Central Vowels’ Types

LU Chen

(Faculty of Foreign Studies, Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Based on the previous study on central vowels’ types, this paper describes central
vowels in different language families. It is found that the previous classification method is
not applicable to all languages. Therefore, a classification method on morpho-phonological
level is proposed. With this classification, the relationship between language coding and
central vowels’ types within different languages is further explained. The research shows
that the morpho-phonological classification method can distinguish the central vowels in dif-
ferent languages more accurately, and implies the correlation between morphemes and their
phonetic forms, which enables the central vowels to present different forms: In the language
where a morpheme corresponds with a single syllable, the central vowels can correspond
with the morphemes of the notional word or form word, while in the language where a mor-
pheme corresponds with multi-syllables, there is no possibility for the central vowels to cor-
respond with the morphemes; Within the languages of the same correlation , the actual
function of the central vowels depend on the word-formation and configuration-formation.
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