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A Study on the Literacy Rate Among the Common People in Han Dynasty

GUO Hai-yan

(Research Institute of Sun Tzu, Binzhou University, Binzhou 256600, China)

Abstract: During Han Dynasty, the prevalence of Confucian classics and the implementation
of being-an-official-through-Confucian-study system aroused people’s learning enthusiasm.
Development of private education, abundance of books and prosperity of bookstores provid-
ed the common people with more opportunities to receive education. And moreover, the
popularization tendency of traditional elementary textbooks could meet the common people’s
needs for Chinese characters in their daily life to some degree. All these factors contributed
to the increasing of education and literacy rate among the common people in Han Dynasty.
As a result, the literate level of the whole society had been improved.
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