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Reason Analysis About “Seven as the Last Digit”
for the Whip and Stick Penalty System in Yuan Dynasty

TAN Tian-shu

(School of Law, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: The “Seven as the Last Digit” for the whip and stick punishment is a distinctive
feature of the penalty system in Yuan Dynasty. About its reason, Ye Ziqi’s opinion of “For-
giving Three Sticks” still prevails among the scholars, but some others also put forward the
opinion of “Seventeen Sticks”. Yet there is much doubt about their reliability and rationali-
ty. Based on the analysis about the legal provisions, and their religious and cultural back-
ground around the establishment of Empire of Mongolia, it is believed that this feature orig-
inated from the worship of digital seven in the northern nomadic group, which is in objective
agreement with Kublai’s (the first emperor of Yuan Dynasty)guiding legislative ideology of
“Prudent Punishment” . Compared with the laws in Tang, Song and Jin Dynasties, the pen-
alty in Yuan Dynasty is less severe.
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