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Overview of Theoretical Study on Variant Forms of Chinese Characters

QIN Mian

(School of Literature, Bohai University, Jinzhou 121013, China)

Abstract; Since the founding of People’s Republic of China, great achievements have been
made on the theoretical study of the variant forms of Chinese characters. But there are some
different even opposite views in the academia on the range, definition, and classification of
the variant forms. Focusing on the definition, classification and the unsolved problem, this
paper overviews the research achievements, collects various representative views and analy-
zes their rationality and limitations. On this basis, a comprehensive conclusion is reached,
and the development and changes of the research during the past 70 years are presented.
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