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Ancient Chinese Thoughts on Official Morality and its Modern Inspiration

CHEN Jing

(Department of Philosophy, Party School of Jinan Municipal Committee of CPC, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: The moral and ethical conduct of officials has a great guiding effect for the society
and plays a influencing role to the overall situation of the country and the people. In ancient
China, great importance was attached to official virtues, and rich and mature thoughts about
it were left behind. Throughout ancient Chinese thoughts on official virtues, it could be
found that there were five essential elements including loyalty, justice, integrity, diligence
and erudition. These thoughts had their positive aspects, which produced a group of clean
officials, maintained the stability of political order and promoted the moral construction.
While, it also had its limitations, which paid more attention to self-discipline than to the re-
straint, lacked the practical appeal and involved many techniques of political power. Ancient
Chinese thoughts on official morality have some inspiration for modern official morality con-
struction, which can be summarized in three aspects: self-cultivation as the essence, equal
emphasis on virtue and law, and setting a model.
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