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On Steven Lukes’s Interpretation
about Marxist Moral View and His Dilemma

GONG Wei-ming
(School of Marxism, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 201600, China)

Abstract: In the debate of Marxist moral View among British and American analytical school
of Marxism, Steven Lukes has argued that the morality of legal right and that of the emanci-
pation should be distinguished. What Marxism criticizes is the morality of legal right and
what Marxism favors is the morality of emancipation, which are not contradictory. Lukes
also suggests that if the morality of legal right is rejected in practice, the morality of emanci-
pation will become impractical and fanciful. Lukes’ s two-dimensional interpretation for
Marxist moral view is enlightening, which could prompt a multidimensional study on this
topic. But he fails to grasp the real connotation and relationship of the two moralities, which
has caused their separation and opposition,and made himself fall into the theoretical dilem-
ma. This problem can only be solved by fully grasping the connotation of Marxist moral
view from the perspective of historical materialism.
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