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Sublation and Transcendence: the Reference
of Li Dazhao’s Philosophy on Youth to Taoism

HUANG Yue-hong

(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: As an important part of Li Dazhao’s earlier thought, the philosophy on youth re-
flected his thinking and exploration of the zeitgeist during the New Cultural Movement. By
absorbing, criticizing and creatively transforming of Taoist cosmology, homology and life
philosophy, Li Dazhao completed his systematic interpretation for “youth” and constructed
his special philosophy on youth. With multiple characteristics in his earlier thought, Li
Dazhao widely adopted Chinese and Western cultural resources, which helped to sublate and
transcend Taoist thoughts while referring to it. By using Taoist thoughts, he explained the
rationality and universality of the evolution, advocated a progressive world view and a rising
view of history; he highly praised vigorous and constantly striving spirit, which compensa-
ted for the deficiency of Taoist inaction;he sublated Taoist negative attitude like relieving
worry and evading the world, and put his philosophy on youth to the specific practice of the
creation of youth China.
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