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Hierarchical Dislocation Between Modern

Prose and That in Song and Yuan Dynasties

XIE Wen-hui
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Abstract; The definition of prose in different times and contexts reflects different concept a-
bout the prose. The external factors such as the movement of ancient prose and the prosper-
ity of article comments in Song and Yuan dynasties, together with the internal factors of the
development of style itself, made the prose in Song and Yuan dynasties closest to the classi-
cal one, i.e. the ancient prose, which is followed in the later history. Therefore, the prose
in the two dynasties is the most qualified to represent the stylistic concept of prose. On the
introduction of modern western literary theory, prose begins its transformation. Modern
prose is purely literary prose, which is substantially different from that in Song and Yuan
dynasties. In addition to the differences in style, the most prominent difference between
them is in stylistic concepts, which is manifested in the retrogression of prose stylistic grade
and the inversion of stylistic level.
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