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Reread Jia Dashan’s Novels: Concern

for People’s Livelihood in Three-Dimensional Space

HONG Fang

(School of Humanities and LLaw, Yanshan University, Qinhuangdao 066004, China)

Abstract: Like a recluse in the contemporary literary circle, Jia Dashan seldom followed the
fashionable literary trend. Instead, he always had his own concern and writing objects: the
most ordinary person in China. He had been consistently acquiring cognition from the stand-
point of people’s livelihood and concerning himself for people’s livelihood with great com-
passion. He had expressed the joys and sorrows of the people in the past, the present and
the future, reflected on present people’s livelihood through rational dialogue with politics,
explored the source of people’s misery by sympathizing with the history, advocated an ideal
state of people’s livelihood by depicting the folk virtues. The simple and strong concern for
people’s livelihood became the unique scenery of his novels. In the new era when people is
the focus of the literature and the art, it is both a commemoration and an inspiration to re-
read Jia Dashan’s novels.
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