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“Mutual Aid Theory” and Li Dazhao’s Ideological Transformation

WANG Yan
(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Shandong University, Qingdao 266237, China)

Abstract: In 1919, Li Dazhao published the article My View on Marxism , where Marxism
was systematically introduced, which was considered to be a sign of his transformation into
a Marxist. In this article, Li Dazhao juxtaposed mutual aid with class struggle, and insisted
on his Material and Spiritual Reformation Theory. However, for a long time, Li Dazhao’s
thought on mutual aid has been regarded as a remnant of anarchism with mutual aid and a
heavy burden of his transformation to a Marxist. Actually, Li Dazhao formed his unique
thought on mutual aid after accepting Evolution Theory. In the process of his transforma-
tion from a radical Democrat to a Marxist, his thought on mutual aid didn’t become a bur-
den, but promoted the transformation process. Li Dazhao’s early thought on mutual aid laid
the ideological foundation for him to understand and accept Marxism. After the acceptance
of class struggle theory, his thought on mutual aid did not conflict with it. Under the Marx-
ist transformation, this thought gradually lost the original indication of “mutual evolution”
and became the transformation tool of socialist spirit.
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