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Analysis of Ecological Home Consciousness in Pastoral Landscape
Poetry: Taking Wang Wei’s Autumn Evening in the Mountains
and Its English Versions as an Example

CHEN Ling-jun, WU Jing
(School of International Studies, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Home Consciousness is one of the core categories in Ecological Aesthetics, which
is composed of the unique thinking of human beings towards existential state, habitat and
self. The pure and fresh pastoral landscape poetry written by Wang Wei is full of profound
home consciousness. This paper attempts to explore the natural home, social home and spir-
itual home constructed in Wang Wei’s poem Autumn Evening in the Mountains and its three
English versions from the perspective of Transitivity in Systemic Functional Linguistics. It
is found that in the original text and its English versions, a fresh and vital natural home is
constructed via the material process by endowing the inanimate participants with living fea-
tures, an industrious and harmonious social home is constructed through the combination of
material process and verbal process by animate participants, and a serene and elegant spirit-
ual home is constructed through the physical place inanimate participants with special con-
ceptions and nonhuman animate participants.
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(L AR HEY Autumn Evening in the Mountains An Autumn Evening in the Hills An Autumn Evening in the Mountains
2SS,  After fresh rain in mountains bare; Through empty hills new washed by rain,  After rain the empty mountain,
REMHAFK,  Autumn permeates evening air, As dusk descends the autumn comes; Stands autumnal in the evening.
HH HAAMEJAR,  Among ping-trees bright moonbeams peer;  Bright moonlight falls through pines, Moonlight in its groves of pine,
A B, Over crystal stones flows water clear. Clear springs flow over stones; Stones of crystal in its brooks.
o ) ) The bamboos rustle as girls return from Bamboos whisper of washer-girls bound
Mg Va3E 4,  Bamboos whisper of washer-maids;
washing, home,
YEF FaFt.  Lotus stirs when fishing boat wades.
Lotus flowers stir as a fishing boat casts off;  Lotus-leaves yield before a fisher-boat.
Faded the fragrance of spring, And what does it matter that springtime
FEE &,  Thought fragrant spring may pass away;
. Yet, friend, there is enough to keep you has gone,
FohBEuE,  Still here’ s the place for you to stay.

here.

While you are here, O prince of friends?
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