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New Research on Confucian Philosophers’
Texts and Poetic Essays Cited in Lunheng

LI Hao
(School of Literature, Hebei Normal University, Shijiazhuang 050024, China)

Abstract: According to the book classification system in Yiwen Zhi (The Treatise on Litera-
ture) of Hanshu (The Books of Han), referring to the research achievement about the un-
earthed literature of Han Dynasty, this paper analyzes the Confucian philosophers’ texts
and poetic essays cited in Lunheng from the angle of literature and cultural history, which is
intended to know Wang Chong’s knowledge sources and reading span. In the detailed dis-
cussion, three categories are divided including “read”, “probably read” and “only mentioned
as arguments but hard to determine whether the original book was read”. At the same time,
the paper also points out the influences of some texts on the discourse expression and aca-
demic construction of Lunheng. Additionally, some previous viewpoints are also comple-
mented and modified.

Key Words: Wang Chong; Lunheng; book of The Confucian philosophers; literature in Han
Dynasty; citation study
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