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“Adolescent Crisis” in Hesse’s Novels:
from the “Absence of the Mother”

WU Hua-ying
(School of Foreign Languages, Jiangsu University of Technology, Changzhou 213001, China)

Abstract: In Hesse’ s novels, the images of the mother represent sensibility, emotion and
love on the one hand, and nature, primitive impulse and vitality (embodied as “dark world”
in the novels) on the other hand, which are the sources of power for adolescents to resist
and rebel against the destruction of rationality in the patriarchal world. In Hesse’s early no-
vel Under the Wheel, with the mother being absent, the strong discipline of modern instru-
mental rationality and patriarchy made the protagonist fail to gain the strength to overcome
the identity crisis and eventually went to extinction. In the later works, the protagonists
seeked the mother, acknowledged and accepted their own natural characters, challenged and
rebelled the paternal authority by identifying and participating in the dark world, established
independent self-consciousness and finally achieved the individual maturity.
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