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National Character in Li Dazhao’s State Construction :

from “Constitutional People” to “Class Consciousness”

CHEN Chang-feng

(School of Marxism, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China)

Abstract: When focusing on the relationship between national quality and national politics,
Li Dazhao began to think about the national character in national construction. With his ac-
ceptance of Marxism as the dividing line, his thinking on this subject consists of two refor-
ming theories; constitutional people and class consciousness, which are based on a specific
national construction goal. The transformation of “constitutional people” seeks to awaken
the people from the spiritual level, but the transformation based on the state of mind still
cannot solve the problem of state construction. “Class consciousness” not only emphasizes
the “consciousness” of the working class, who plays a decisive role in the state construction,
thus ensuring the socialist orientation of state construction, but also emphasizes the need to
have its inherent tension, thus guiding the actual construction of the state. Li Dazhao’s fun-
damental change from “constitutional people” to “class consciousness” is from the national
character transformation as the starting point of state construction to the people transforma-
tion aiming at state construction, where the direction and motivation is found about the state
construction in a semi-colonial and semi-feudal society.
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