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The Early Spread of Socialist Thought in China(1899—1921)

LIU Guo-xin

(School of Marxism, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241000, China)

Abstract: The socialist thought was introduced into China as a kind of Western science.
Shortly after its introduction, the Chinese scholars of Confucianism and LLaw gave respective
attention and response to it with different standpoints, which marked the early spread in
China. Through the analysis of Chinese scholars’ translation of socialist works between
1899 and 1921, it is found that the spread quantity and quality of socialist thoughts in the
early years were generally low, and they had not formed the extensive social influence. Af-
ter the October Revolution, Marxism became the mainstream of the spread of socialist
thoughts, which produced tremendous social influence. It laid the foundation for the foun-
ding of the Communist Party of China and ushered in the great course of sinicization of Marxism.
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