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Marx’s Inheritance and Transcendence

of Rousseau’s Thought of People’s Sovereignty

WEI Yu-ting
(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Henan Normal University, Xinxiang 453007, China)

Abstract: “People’s Sovereignty” is the core content of political philosophy research,and al-
so the symbol of social development and political civilization progress. Rousseau put forward
the theory of People’s Sovereignty from the angle that capitalist private ownership caused
the inequality of human society, and emphasized the indivisibility, unrepresentability and
supremacy of People’s Sovereignty. Rousseau’s thought of People’s Sovereignty had an im-
portant influence on the formation of Marx’s thought of power. His discussion about law,
government and sovereignty provided the theoretical basis for Marx about the nation estab-
lishment with People’s Sovereignty. However, Rousseau’s concept did not break out of the
limitations of the times, and was essentially an abstract and idealistic assumption. Starting
from the realistic people in the material production and the material production relations,
Marx’s thought of People’s Sovereignty put forward the realistic methodological guidance
for realizing the social ideal of sovereignty in people’s hand,and realized the transcendence
and development of Rousseau’s thought.
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