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Flowers of Evil: a Comparative Study
of Humbert in Lolita and Albion in Dark Places
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Abstract: An extreme form of Evil can be achieved through literature. In the first person,
both Lolita and Dark Places present a rigorous morality about Evil through honest commu-
nication, where the protagonists of the two novels are involved in father-daughter incest and
rape. In the morbid space of personal quirks and abnormality, the two works discuss the
aesthetics of Evil we are still unfamiliar with, which reflect the authors’ different writing
purposes. Nabokov intends to explore the complexity of human nature through the distorted
love between Humbert and Lolita while Grenville demonstrates the hurt on both the men
and the women in the hegemony of men’s discourse by creating Albion,an evil image.
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