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The Japanese Public and Private Values in Earlier Stage of Meiji

WANG Meng
(Japanese college of Dalian University of Foreign Languages, Dalian 116044, China)

Abstract: Under the influence of the western modern thought, the Japanese public and pri-
vate values had changed a lot during the earlier stage of Meiji. For the private values, ideol-
ogists appealed for individual independence, freedom and equality, the right of property pri-
vatization, which indicated that Japanese private awareness was being strengthened; For the
public values, the progressive ideologists and open-minded politicians asserted that the peo-
ple should be engaged in politics and they actively facilitated the parliament convening. As
the result, the Japanese public values were enhanced with the influence movement of
thoughts enlightenment and liberal civil rights; For the common values, the discovery of
modern Japanese “Society” and the survey to the society by intelligentsia promoted the e-
merging of modern common values and stimulated their enthusiasm to care the society and
the country. However, with the remaining strong modern feudal public power, the Japanese
private values, public values and common values were kept within a certain range and they
couldn’t escape being killed finally.
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