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Li Daozhao’s Material and Spiritual
Reformation Theory and Sinicization of Marxism

LIU Gui-fu, HAN Yi-de

(School of Marxism, LLiaoning Normal University, Dalian 116029, China)

Abstract: Material and Spiritual Reformation Theory was put forward by Li Daozhao under
the guidance of Marxist historical materialism, which was his proposal after the critical ac-
ceptance of the forerunners’ thinking, the crystallization of his exploration for the Chinese
path reformation and also the most creative part in his ideology. Li Dazhao believed that the
material and spiritual movements were interdependent and mutually indispensable. They
were not independent and unreliable. Taking the material reformation as the basis, He gave
more attention to the spiritual one on the premise that economic structure is the determinant
factor for social progress. Under no cases should the material reformation be neglected and
therefore the material and spiritual reformation should be coordinated. This theory set a
precedent for the Sinicization of Marxism and was greatly significant for the enlightenment
of May 4th Movement and the dissemination of Marxism Sinicization.
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