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Geographical Surrounding - Historical Symbol - Memory Field:
On Three Tiers of Writing about Baiyangdian

WU Hao

(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Langfang Normal University, Langfang
065000, China)

Abstract: Lin Mang’s works embody at least three tiers of meanings about Baiyangdian: ge-
ographical, historical and of personal memory, which are not independent but interlaced and
complemented with each other. In Lin Mang’s works, the geographical “Baiyangdian” is
permeated with local natural environment and cultural atmosphere, and is also closely relat-
ed with the culture in Beijing. In addition, Lin Mang’s writing of “Baiyangdian” is the prod-
uct of a special historical background. Historical events such as “Farming-of-urban-intellec-
tuals” and “cultural revolution” inevitably appear in Lin Mang’s writing, making “Baiyang-
dian” a historical symbol. However, “Baiyangdian” in Lin Mang’s works is not totally con-
fined to those historical events, but more involved with personal feelings of life, which is
beyond the specific location and becomes a personal memory field.
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