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On Li Dazhao’s Historical View of “Min Yi’

CUI Wei-zhen
(Faculty of Philosophy, Nankai University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract: In his work Min Yi and Politics, 1.i Dazhao analyzed the democratic thought in
the traditional Chinese culture,endowing “Min Yi” with a new connotation. On the basis of
the ancient Chinese people-orientation concept and the modern western democratic thought,
he put forward his historical view on “Min Yi”, which captured the essence of modern west-
ern democracy and had a political enlightenment to the people. Historical view of “Min Yi” is
the concentrated expression of Li Dazhao’s early democratic political thoughts and it is also a
theoretical summary of the construction of modern China’s democratic politics. These pre-
pared Li Dazhao for the change to the historical materialism.
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